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REPARATIONS	
Victims		
The notion of victims under international law is not limited to the first line heirs of the
deceased person and may possibly encompass close relatives of the deceased who can
reasonably be considered to have suffered moral prejudice as a result of the violations
(Zongo, Reparations, para 46). The determination of who qualifies as a close relative in this
regard must be done on a case-by-case basis depending on the circumstances of each case
(Zongo, Reparations, para 49). In the Zongo reparations case, spouses, children and parents of
the deceased were accepted as close relatives who qualify for compensation (Zongo,
Reparations, para 50).
It is therefore not relevant that the persons recognised as victims by the court in terms of
international law are the same persons recognised as heirs of the deceased person under
domestic law (Zongo, Reparations, para 54).
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	The notion of victims under international law is not limited to the first line heirs of the deceased person and may possibly encompass close relatives of the deceased who can reasonably be considered to have suffered moral prejudice as a result of the violations (Zongo, Reparations, para 46). The determination of who qualifies as a close relative in this regard must be done on a case-by-case basis depending on the circumstances of each case (Zongo, Reparations, para 49). In the Zongo reparations case, spouses, children and parents of the deceased were accepted as close relatives who qualify for compensation (Zongo, Reparations, para 50).
It is therefore not relevant that the persons recognised as victims by the court in terms of international law are the same persons recognised as heirs of the deceased person under domestic law (Zongo, Reparations, para 54).
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013/2011  Beneficiaries of late Norbert Zongo, Abdoulaye Nikiema alias Ablasse, Ernest Zongo and Blaise Ilboudo & The Burkinabe human and peoples’ rights movement v Burkina Faso - (Judgment on reparations)
46. The Court is of the opinion that, in international human rights law, the notion of victim must not necessarily be limited to that of the first-line heirs of a deceased person under national law. This notion may indeed encompass not only first-line heirs but also possibly other close relatives of the deceased, who can reasonably be considered as having suffered moral prejudice as a result of the violation of the human rights in question. 
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013/2011  Beneficiaries of late Norbert Zongo, Abdoulaye Nikiema alias Ablasse, Ernest Zongo and Blaise Ilboudo & The Burkinabe human and peoples’ rights movement v Burkina Faso - (Judgment on reparations)
49. In any case, it is apparent that the issue as to whether a given person may be considered as one of the closest relatives entitled to reparation has to be determined on a case-by-case basis, depending on the specific circumstances of each case. 
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013/2011  Beneficiaries of late Norbert Zongo, Abdoulaye Nikiema alias Ablasse, Ernest Zongo and Blaise Ilboudo & The Burkinabe human and peoples’ rights movement v Burkina Faso - (Judgment on reparations)
50. In the context and circumstances of the instant case, there is no doubt that many people suffered morally, in varying degrees, from the lack of due diligence on the part of the authorities of the Respondent State in apprehending, prosecuting and putting to trial the perpetrators of the quadruple assassination; but one may reasonably consider that those who acted (directly or by representation) on the very front line in this respect and suffered the most from the situation are the spouses, children, fathers and mothers of the deceased. These are therefore the persons who, in the instant case, may claim the status of victim, and therefore lay claim to reparation, if at least the concrete evidence of this status is duly adduced.18 Going by this reservation, the persons mentioned in the following paragraphs are entitled to reparation for the moral prejudice suffered: (i) As regards the beneficiaries of Norbert Zongo, the victims are Zongo Somda, Genevieve (spouse); Zongo Guy Bonaventure (son); Zongo, Antoine (son): Zongo, Arnold (son); Zongo, Judith (daughter); Zongo Constant (son); and Nana Augustine (mother). (ii) As regards the beneficiaries of Ernest Zongo, the victim is Yameogo, Taiba Rosalie (mother). (iii) As for the beneficiaries of Blaise llboudo, the victims are lloudo, Jonas (father); and Yanogo, Deborah (mother). (iv) As regards the beneficiaries of Abdoulaye Nikiema alias Ablasse, the victims are Ouedraogo, Kouiliga (mother); and Nikiema Abdoul Kader (son). b) Proof of status of victim 
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013/2011  Beneficiaries of late Norbert Zongo, Abdoulaye Nikiema alias Ablasse, Ernest Zongo and Blaise Ilboudo & The Burkinabe human and peoples’ rights movement v Burkina Faso - (Judgment on reparations)
54. In the instant case, the Court is of the opinion that to establish their status as victim, the Applicants, natural persons, mentioned earlier (para 50) do not need to produce a certificate of heredity as required under Burkinabe law. As the Court noted earlier (para. 46), the relevant issue here is not to know whether or not a person is an heir but rather to know whether such a person is a recognized victim in light of international human rights law. In the view of the Court, spouses should produce only their marriage certificate and their life certificate or any other equivalent proof. As for the children, they only have to produce their birth certificate or any other equivalent evidence to show proof of their 19 IACHR. Caracazo v Venezuela, (Reparations and Costs), Judgment of 29 August 2002 para 77 "This obligation to repair is, m all Its aspects, [including the determination of the beneficiaries] governed by International law and cannot be changed by the Respondent State and the latter cannot avo1d it by invoking the prov1s1ons of domestic law in th is regard" [Registry translation]. See also IACHR Montero-Artanguren and Others (Detention Center of Catia) v Venezuela (Preliminary Objections, Merits, Reparations and Costs), Judgment of 5 July 2006, para. 117. 18 filiation, as well as their life certificate. Fathers and mothers must produce only an attestation of paternity or maternity as well as life certificate or any other equivalent proof. c) Proof of causal/ink between the wrongful act and the moral prejudice 
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